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The 2010 Annual Report is dedicated to Jonathan 

Blank. He is not only a friend but a family member of 

the Augusta Department of Public Safety and was 

injured while on tour with the Marines in 

Afghanistan. We pray that his recovery is quick, and 

that we can all find the bravery and strength that he 

has shown us. 
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Time of Change ï Challenging Times 

 

 

 
2010 is finally history. The economic recovery, which officially began in 2009, was scarcely evident 

as the U.S. economy muddled through 2010. It seemed that for every piece of good news, like the 

strong end to the 2010 Christmas shopping season, was countered by news of a setback, such as 

unemployment rates that unexpectedly returned to nearly 10% during the same period, and a state 

deficit of $500 million. 

 

What does all this mean nationwide? Well, in the near term a realistic forecast is to be cautiously 

optimistic that the fragile recovery will continue, absent any further shocks to our financial system. 

However, the economy will be dragging a ball-and-chain along with it in the form of high 

unemployment, depressed commercial and residential real estate markets, the lack of available credit, 

the corporate preference to acquire the competition rather than hire new employees, and the looming 

national debt crisis. 

 

What does this mean to Augusta?  In times of change, especially this difficult time, success in City 

Government is solely defined by the efforts of those who serve you.  More with less has been the 

mantra.  As a tax payer, I applaud the efforts of the governing body and the City Manger to hold the 

line on property taxes and be hyper conservative in spending our tax dollars.  However, as a 

Department Director it has proved difficult to lead and manage in an environment of doing more with 

less.  I often speculated on what these difficult times would do to employee morale.  Not to worry, 

morale has stayed high and as you peruse this report you will find evidence that our employees, once 

again, just rolled up their shirt sleeves and went to work. 

 

Reliable, trustworthy, loyal, and committed are just a few of words that define the men and women 

who serve the Augusta Department of Public Safety.  When giving a task to an employee I will often 

ask them, ñDo you own it?ò  I usually get the response, ñItôs mine.ò  That pretty much describes how 

our employees face any problem in our community, ñThey own it.ò 

 

I hope you find the 2010 Annual Report an enjoyable read and I hope that after youôve read it you 

can appreciate the great team that works for you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

K. Tyler Brewer 

Director of Public Safety 

Augusta, KS 

Message from the Director 
2010 

K. Tyler Brewer, Director of Safety 

 



 

 
2 

 

 

 

                
 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY  

 

ü ñBascoò was requested by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation to provide assistance in a 
ñbust outò following a three-year investigation of a large scale drug organization.  During 

the 8-hour event, 10 separate search warrants were served and more than 16 arrest 

warrants were involved.  ñBascoò was one of five dog teams that assisted with the event, 

and he provided a quick search of various properties involved in the warrants.   

 

FEBRUARY 

 

ü Departmental personnel responded to a residential structure fire in the 1100 block of Ada.  

The structure was a two story duplex and when we arrived there was heavy smoke 

coming from the first floor.  Sergeant Follis and Volunteer Lt. Pressnell made entry and 

found the kitchen burning.  The fire was quickly extinguished and a search of the 

structure was conducted.  During the search two dogs and two cats were found and 

removed.  One family cat was not breathing and firefighters administered oxygen and 

started CPR.  The family cat was revived and transported to the animal clinic and is 

expected to make a full recovery. 

 

MARCH 

 

ü Officer Highbarger completed his investigation into drug activity at a residence on 

Dearborn near Lincoln School.  As a result of Highbargerôs work, a search warrant was 

issued for the residence and, with the assistance of Captain Relph, Sergeant Stueven, 

Sergeant McCluskey and Officer Graham, the search warrant was executed on the 

residence.  The execution of the warrant resulted in a white powdery substance, 

marijuana, and drug paraphernalia being seized.  The occupants of the residence were 

interviewed.  This was the result of 3 months worth of hard work by Officer Highbarger 

and he is to be commended. 

 

 

 

Special Reflections 

2010 
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ü Sergeant McCluskey continued to work on the project to get William Skaggs, a 

handicapped resident of the City who works at Dillonôs Grocery, an alternative means of 

transport.  A lot of misinformation had been circulated about the change to State law 

which resulted in Skaggs not being able to use a golf cart that he had been driving around 

due to his disability.  In addition, Sgt. McCluskey learned that the golf cart was illegal 

long ago, as it is gas powered and not electric as thought at first ï making the operation 

of the golf cart on City streets illegal for many years.  As a result of McCluskeyôs work 

and the graciousness of the community and even some in Wichita, William has the 

money to purchase his new scooter.   

ü Officers assigned to Special Services presented the Bugs Bunny Club meetings on all 

four Saturdays in March.  There was a better than usual showing at each of the meetings; 

even the one when it snowed.  Officer Yelverton did a great job this year in setting things 

up and carrying out each meeting without a hitch.  Thanks to all the patrol officers that 

came as well as the Junior Fire Fighters that assisted to make yet another year a success.  

 

APRIL  

 

ü We received word from the Butler County Attorneyôs Office that charges for possessing 

illegal gambling devices had been filed against the former owner of the Oak Tree Bar and 

Grill.  These charges are a result of the investigation in which Sergeant McCluskey, with 

the help of Captain Relph, seized four illegal gaming machines from the Oak Tree in 

December of 2009.  The suspect no longer owns the Oak Tree, and he made his first 

appearance in the case during April. 

ü On April 28, 2010, Officer Meckel and Sergeant Johnston were dispatched to a 

disturbance call on Euclid Street.  Officer Meckel arrived first and when he attempted to 

stop a man walking from the scene on foot, the man ran.  Officer Meckel caught him, and 

found that he was in possession of items later found to belong at the address on Euclid.  

Sergeant Johnston arrived, as did Sergeant McCluskey shortly thereafter, and during the 

investigation, a victim was identified inside the house that claimed to have been robbed at 

gunpoint.  The victim was found to have sustained minor injuries during the apparent 

robbery, and later sought medical attention at a local hospital.  Captain Relph and 

Sergeant Stueven investigated the incident, and over the few days following the incident, 

made additional arrests in connection with the case.  

ü The dive team responded to El Dorado Lake to check for a possible vehicle in the water 

at the rock quarry.  A submerged vehicle was found and removed by Captain Relph and 

Sergeant Stueven.  It was found to be unoccupied; reported stolen out of Derby. 

ü Aerial Platform #1 arrived. Training and installation of equipment will be done in May, 

and AP-1 will be placed into service. 
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MAY  

 

ü Members of the Augusta Department of Public Safety responded to the report of two 

people who had gone over a low-head dam south of the City along the Walnut River on 

May 17, 2010.  When the first arriving units got on scene, they found one male hanging 

on to a kayak and caught in the boil of the water.  Volunteer Firefighter Andy Hall 

arrived with a 75 foot rope and threw it to the victim.  The victim was able to grab the 

rope and wrap it around himself.  Sergeant McCluskey began pulling the victim along the 

face of the dam, with the help of Sergeant Scheuber, Officer Gresham, Officer Meckel 

and Dispatcher Mike Windholz.  The victim was quickly pulled from the water and 

transported to a Wichita hospital where he was released the next day.  While officers 

were proud to be able to save one victim, tragically a second victim was not able to be 

saved and he was recovered the following day by Captain Relph, Officer Ballinger and 

Officer Graham. 

ü The Department of Public Safety Dive Team assisted the City of Augusta Public Works 

department with the opening of a flood control gate.  The cable on the flood control gate 

had broken and could not be opened causing water to back up into the city.  Divers dove 

into the water, attached a chain to the gate, and the gate was opened by using a back hoe. 

 

 

JUNE 

 

ü Sergeant McCluskey hosted Intoxilyzer 8000 training for officers throughout the State of 

Kansas.  During one of the classes, one of the student officers went into seizures.  Butler 

County EMS was called and the officer was taken to St. Francis hospital where he was 

evaluated and later released.  Some of the attendees of the training commented about how 

quickly we were able to get EMS to the scene and about the quality of our facility. 

ü Officer Yelverton coordinated the Special Olympics Torch Run from Augusta to 

Andover as part of the annual statewide event. 

ü Butler County Fire District Number Two purchased and placed into service a new Rapid 

Deployment Craft (RDC) to be used in swift water rescues, ice rescues, and other water 

related incidents. 

 

 

JULY  

 

ü Public Safety Officer Highbarger completed yet another drug investigation in July.  He 

worked tirelessly on this investigation for two months and was able to secure a search 

warrant for a local residence.  Officers, with the assistance of the Investigationôs 

Division, served the search warrant.  We confiscated one pound of marijuana, drug 

paraphernalia, and evidence of drug sales.  The suspect was arrested and booked on 

multiple felony drug related charges. 
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ü Departmental personnel responded to a residential structure fire on SW Hopkins Switch 

Road.  When we arrived we found a kitchen on fire.  The fire was quickly extinguished 

and assistance was provided to the victims. 

ü Departmental personnel responded to a multiple vehicle/victim accident east of Andover.  

We assisted the rescue teams from Andover and Rose Hill with removing the victims.  

This accident claimed the life of one victim. 

 

 

AUGUST 

 

ü ñBascoò was requested to assist the Butler County Sheriffôs Office with a burglary in 
progress call on Haverhill Road, east of the City.  Sheriffôs deputies were able to talk a 

female into coming out of the house, but a male suspect was inside the house and refused 

to come out.  When officers told the suspect that there was a police dog on scene, and 

ñBascoò provide a few gruff, loud barks, the suspect elected to come out of the house and 

surrender.  The suspect was taken into custody on aggravated burglary charges and 

ñBascoò performed a building search to clear the house and make sure no one else was 

inside.  ñBascoò was key to a quick and peaceful resolution to this incident and the 

Sheriffôs Office once again expressed their gratitude for the K9 teamôs assistance. 

ü Departmental personnel assisted Butler County Fire District Number Three (Rose Hill) 

with a two story dwelling fire.  Departmental personnel assisted with the interior fire 

attack operations which assisted in saving about one half of the structure.  After the fire 

was extinguished, departmental personnel assisted with the investigation of the fire. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

ü Public Safety Officers Weber and Highbarger responded to a fight in progress at a local 

bar. Officers made contact with the suspect in the fight and found he may have a warrant 

through Sedgwick County.  Officers were unable to confirm the warrant in a timely 

manner, so they transported the subject home and told him if the warrant was confirmed, 

they may be back later. Officers later learned the warrant had been confirmed and they 

went to arrest the suspect.  The suspect was told of the warrant and became belligerent 

with officers.  Subsequently, the suspect charged Officer Weber in an aggressive manner 

and the suspect was struck with an expandable baton. The suspect then fled to the 

basement. Weber and Highbarger followed and gave him numerous commands to submit 

to the arrest and place his hands behind his back.  The suspect continued to yell at 

officers and threaten officers.  Weber and Highbarger deployed their TASER after the 

suspect became even more agitated and refused to comply with orders. The suspect was 

ultimately taken into custody after being tased and he was transported to the Butler 

County Jail.  Weber and Highbarger both indicated that they were confident that without 

the TASER, this incident would have turned into a physical fight with the suspect and it 

is very possible that one of the officers would have received at least minor injuries based 

on the suspectôs demeanor. 
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ü Officer Ritter met with the managers from the various gas stations located in Augusta.  

The reason for the meeting was to discuss prevention methods regarding gas thefts (gas-

run-offs).  Officer Ritter prepared a packet of prevention materials that he distributed 

during the meeting.  The materials also contained forms that will assist us in the 

investigation of these crimes. 

 

ü Butler County Fire District Number Two added a ñrope gunò to water rescue equipment 
inventory.  This ñrope gunò will propel a rescue rope up to 500 feet. This device will be 

effective for performing water rescues beyond the range of a standard rescue rope throw 

bag. 

 

OCTOBER 

 

ü Safety Officer Blank continued his field training.  Unfortunately, we were notified that 

Blankôs twin brother, Jonathon, was injured after stepping on an improvised explosive 

device while deployed with the Marines in Afghanistan.  Officer Blankôs field training 

and basic academy date were temporarily delayed as a result, and all members of the 

department sent prayers to Jonathon, Linden, and the entire Blank family. 

 

ü Officer Strobbe took over as the new School Resource Officer at the Augusta High 

School.   

ü Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven assisted in investigating six deaths this month; four 

of which were at one time in a van at Santa Fe Lake.  Four adult males from Wichita 

apparently fell asleep in the running vehicle and accidentally died from carbon monoxide 

poisoning.  The other two deaths were from natural causes. 

ü Departmental personnel responded to a residential structure fire in the 1500 block of 

Custer Lane. When we arrived, flames had burned through the roof of the structure.  A 

rapid interior fire attack was made which contained the fire to only one room of the 

house. 

 

NOVEMBER  

 

ü Departmental personnel responded to a structure fire in the 1500 block of Moyle.  When 

we arrived a two car garage was found to be fully involved in fire.  There were two 

vehicles inside the garage.  In addition, there was another garage about ten feet from the 

involved structure.  Fire crews were able to protect the exposed garage and extinguish the 

fire in the burning garage. 

ü Departmental personnel were dispatched to an unknown fire about seven miles east of the 

city.  When we arrived we found a large grass fire burning on the north side of Highway 

400.  The fire quickly jumped over all four lanes of the highway. With the assistance of 

mutual aid from Butler County Fire District Number Nine in Leon, the fire was contained 

with no damage to structures. 
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DECEMBER 

ü Officers on Sergeant McCluskeyôs team responded to a report of an accidental shooting 

on the north end of the City during December.  When the officers arrived, they found an 

88-year-old male who had accidentally shot himself in the hand.  The subject stated he 

was trying to fix the gun, which he thought had jammed, and the gun fired.  Sergeant 

Stueven assisted with the investigation and officers believe that the firearm did not jam, 

but rather the victim did not realize he had the firearm cocked.  The victimôs family was 

contacted and stated they would look into removing the other firearms from the 

residence. 

ü ñBascoò ended the year with fewer than normal utilizations, but still on a positive note.  
During 2010, ñBascoò was utilized 14 times for patrol deployments, 26 times for 

narcotics sniffs, and 3 times for tracking uses.  These deployments resulted in over 36 

hours of actual deployments for ñBasco.ò  As a result of these deployments, ñBascoò 

recovered marijuana, cocaine, U.S. currency and located a subject that law enforcement 

officers could not find.  ñBascoò has given more than 8 years of service to the City of 

Augusta and is starting to show his age, but is still a valuable asset to the department.  On 

a side note, the national average working life of a police dog is 4 to 6 years, and ñBascoò 

has exceeded that and is still going.  This is a testament to the departmentôs commitment 

to maintain the highest quality canine program possible. 

ü Departmental personnel assisted Downtown Augusta Inc. with the annual ball drop.  Ping 

pong balls were dropped from Aerial Platform # 1. 

ü Departmental personnel responded to a grass fire northwest of the city.  While working 

this incident, additional grass fires occurred in both the Andover Fire and Benton fire 

district.  All fires were found to be the result of fireworks.  A suspect vehicle was located 

and the occupants were detained and questioned by law enforcement.   

ü Departmental personnel responded to a house fire in the 300 block of East Broadway.  

When we arrived, heavy smoke was found coming from the single story dwelling.  Fire 

crews entered the structure and located the fire in a utility room.  The fire was quickly 

extinguished, limiting the fire to only the utility room.  The house was not occupied at the 

time of the fire. 

ü Major Marbut was elected to serve a ninth term as Chairperson of the Butler County Fire 

Chiefôs Association. 
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Population  Augusta    
 

Total   8,693   

Square Miles    4.42 

Gender  Augusta    

  

Male   4,080 

Female   4,528 

Age 

 

15 or younger  1,932 22.9% 

16-24 1,178 14% 

25-44   2,354 27.9% 

45-64   1,633 19.4% 

65+   1,326 15.7% 

 

Average Age in years 36.89 years 

 

Median Household Income $51,886 

 

Total Number of Housing Units 3,585 

 

Renter Occupied Housing Units 953 

 

Median Rent   $501 

 

Owner-Occupied Housing Units 2,324 

Average Number of Household Members  

2.53 

 

Average Number of Vehicles per Household 

1.77 

 

Median Year that Structure was Built   

1967 

 

Median Value of Home  

$78,700 

 

Median Price asked for Vacant Housing 

$98,000 

Source:  Caritas Demographics:  US Census 
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K. Tyler Brewer 

Director of Safety 
 

 

Division Commanders 

 
Major Ray Marbut - Fire                     Captain Bruce Relph - Police   

 
Lieutenant Tim Follis  Sergeant Jeremy Johnston Sergeant Chad McCluskey  

Sergeant Chris Scheuber Sergeant Mike Stueven Sergeant Neil Wilcox 
   

 

Public Safety Officers  
    
Jerry Ballinger   Linden Blank   Chad Graham  

Thomas Gresham   Derek Highbarger  Mathew Meckel   

Drew Reed   Ricky Ritter   Cory Skov   

Brian Smith   Danny Strobbe  Tim Weber   

Doug Wright   Johnny Yelverton 

 

 

Communications ï9-1-1 Center 

 

Stephanie Cole  Lance Hilton (Supervisor) Matthew Lawson 

Marcus Windholz  Michael Windholz   

 

 

Animal Control 

 

Daniel Carter 

 

 

Administration and Support Services 

 

Colleen Beckley, Executive Secretary 

Kimberly Galgon, Records Clerk 

Cecilia Knowles, Court Clerk 

Members of the Augusta 

Department of Public Safety 
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Vision Statement 

 

Creating and maintaining a community where the citizens feel safe, live well, and laugh 

often. 

Mission Statement 
 

The Augusta Department of Public Safety is committed to the basic mission of order 

maintenance, crime control, fire suppression, and fear reduction by structuring our 

service delivery in a way that will reinforce the strengths of the City of Augusta and Fire 

District #2.  The Department of Public Safety will build partnerships with the community 

it serves and with other stakeholders in order to identify the best way to solve problems.  

Every action by members of the department will reflect the importance of protecting the 

constitutional rights and personal freedoms of the people we serve. 

 

CCrr eeeedd  
 

Integrity is the basis for community trust 
 

 

Value Statement 
 

 

Aligning services with community needs 

Understanding by always listening 

Giving more than receiving 

Unequivocal passion and commitment in ensuring the job is done right the first time 

Staying focused, linking all activities and efforts to delight the customer 

Tenacious pursuit of collaborative community decision-making 

Always focused on achieving goals through integrity, courtesy, fairness, and honesty 

 

 

Understanding What 

We Do 
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Flow From Vision to Action 

 

 

The Augusta Department of Public Safety is committed to the basic 

mission of order maintenance, crime control, fire suppression, and fear 

reduction by structuring our service delivery in a way that will reinforce 

the strengths of the City of Augusta and Fire District #2.  The Department 

of Safety will build partnerships with the community it serves and with 

other stakeholders in order to identify the best way to solve problems.  

Every action by members of the department will reflect the importance of 

protecting the constitutional rights and personal freedoms of the people 

we serve. 

 

 
 

           

 

Integrity is the Basis for Community Trust 

 

 Aligning services with community needs 

Understanding by always listening 

Giving more than receiving 

Unequivocal passion and commitment in ensuring the job 

    is done right the first time 

Staying focused, linking all activities and efforts to delight  

   the customer 

Tenacious pursuit of collaborative community decision-    

    making 

Always focused on achieving goals through integrity,  

    courtesy, fairness, and honesty 

 

¶ Focus on the future 

¶ Communicate Vision 

¶ Motivate through coaching and teamwork 

¶ Create stretch goals and data driven 

management 

¶ Ask and listen  

¶ Institutionalize organizational integrity 

¶ Empower  

¶ Develop and foster an organizational 

atmosphere that promotes continuous 

learning 

¶ Create, innovate, experiment 

¶ Trust Employees 

¶ Keep organization open 
 

Performance Excellence 

Strategic Initiatives 

¶ Focus on Crime/Fire 

Prevention 

¶ Public scrutiny of 

operations is promoted  

¶ Organizational 

Accountability and data-

driven decision making 

¶ Customized service 

orientation  
¶ Emphasize community 

stewardship  

 

A COMMUNITY 

WHERE THE CITIZENS 

FEEL SAFE, LIVE 

WELL, AND LAUGH 

OFTEN 
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Special Services Division 

Commander  

                      

 

 

 

 

 

Special Services Division: 

The Special Services Division ensures that community programs, such as 

the Bugs Bunny Club, Crime Stoppers, the Grasshopper Festival, the 

Annual Augusta Car Show, and many other events continue to occur and 

are safe.  They spend countless hours during the summer on Bike Patrol in 

our downtown area. 

Pictured to the right is the Special Services Division Commander, Captain 

Bruce Relph.  His dedication ensures that the ADPS community relations 

programs, criminal investigative activities, special operations 

(SRT/Hostage Negotiation), and crime analysis are the best of the best in 

the police profession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highligh ts 

2010 

Shown above are photos of Safety Officer Brian Smith at the annual 

Bugs Bunny Club in March, and Safety Officer Johnny Yelverton at the 

D.A.R.E. Graduation in April. 
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Crime Prevention Programs 

2010 
 Presentations Attendees 

Dare 34 739 

High School 23 354 

Middle School 23 467 

Bugs Bunny 4 1500 

Other 8 156 

Totals 92 3216 

Pictured above are members of the department participating in the Special Olympics Torch Run. 

The ADPS fully supports this program that changes lives by promoting understanding, acceptance 

and inclusion between people with and without intellectual disabilities in more than 180 countries. 

Special Olympics provides people with intellectual disabilities continuing opportunities to realize 

their potential, develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, and experience joy and friendship. 
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Criminal Investigations Unit 
 

Sergeant Stueven, pictured to the right, is assigned to the Criminal 

Investigations Unit, which is part of the Special Serviceôs Division.  Some 

of the more important investigations that took place in 2010 are listed as 

follows: 

 

× In January 2010, Sergeant Stueven completed an investigation on a 

steroid manufacturing case from the previous year, and the case was 

sent to the county attorneyôs office for review. 

× In February 2010, Sergeant Stueven followed up on some car 

burglary cases after two suspects were caught committing car 

burglaries in Andover.  The two confessed to several thefts from 

automobiles in Augusta over Super Bowl weekend.  Those cases were referred to the 

county attorneyôs office for review once completed. 

× Captain Relph and Communications Supervisor Hilton worked many hours with Sleuth 

and the state, and we are now finally able to run some limited NCIC queries through our 

CAD software. 

× In March 2010, Captain Relph, Sgt. Stueven, and Sgt. Scheuber assisted agents from the 

Kansas Attorney Generalôs Office with the serving of a search warrant. The search 

warrant was part of an ongoing child pornography case the Attorney Generalôs Office 

was conducting. 

× Sergeant Stueven finished up an investigation concerning several thefts from vehicles 

over Super Bowl weekend.  Seven cases were sent to the county attorneyôs office for 

review involving the two. 

× In April 2010, Captain Relph assisted Officer Yelverton in obtaining and executing a 

search warrant for illegal drugs at a local residence.  A small amount of marijuana and 

some drug paraphernalia was seized.  An 18-year-old male was been charged with the 

offense through municipal court. 

× In May 2010, Sergeant McCluskey and Captain Relph completed some follow-up in 

regards to the gambling case that was initiated by Sergeant McCluskey in December of 

2009.  The seized gambling machines were examined by representatives from the Kansas 

Racing and Gaming Commission and through the investigation all four machines were 

determined to be illegal by Kansas Racing and Gaming officials.  In addition, the 

representatives gave us insight into other State Laws that were violated by the conduct of 

the bar owner and more charges may have been filed. 

× Sergeant Stueven obtained search warrants for known DNA samples for three individuals 

involved in the robbery and shooting in late April.  The samples were submitted with 

other evidence in the case to the KBI lab in Topeka. 

× Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven assisted in the investigations of one suicide and 

three natural death this month. 
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× In June 2010, Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven followed up on the death of a local 

resident upon request from the county coroner.  The cause and manner of death were  

pending the final autopsy report from the forensic center in Wichita. 

× In July 2010, Captain Relph provided security awareness training to all those with KCJIS 

computer access.  This was done to fulfill a state requirement regarding local agency 

security officer activities. 

× In August 2010, Captain Relph converted all the Paradox database tables to Microsoft 

Access files since our newest computers with Windows 7 will not run the old database 

program.  Colleen Beckley attended training on the Access Software Program and then 

trained our personnel on its use. 

× In September 2010, Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven assisted patrol with the 

investigation of someone attempting to gain access to an ATM at a local financial 

institution.  Entry was not made in to the machine and the only loss was minimal damage 

to a cabinet door.  A video shot of the suspect and his vehicle has been circulated to area 

law enforcement agencies. 

× In October 2010, Captain Relph conducted fall firearms qualifications for all officers 

with the duty handgun, the rifle and, the shotgun. 

× Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven conducted a knock and talk at a local residence that 

was rumored to be the site of illegal drug activity.  A brief consent search was conducted 

and no illegal drugs were found; however, the resident was put on notice that her 

residence would be watched closely due to several reports of illegal drug activity. 

× Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven assisted detectives from Wichita in executing a 

search warrant of a local residence in connection with a possible child sexual exploitation 

investigation.  A computer was seized so it could be forensically examined at a later date. 

× In November 2010, Captain Relph updated the city fire hydrant file with new hydrant 

locations added to the CAD map. 

× Sergeants Stueven and McCluskey participated in a flag ceremony at Robinson school as 

part of the Veterans Day activities. 

× Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven cleared a total of seven local warrants in November. 

× In December 2010, Captain Relph and Sergeant Stueven investigated a report of possible 

child sexual abuse.  It was determined that the report was unfounded and simply made up 

by a subject presently charged with other child sex crimes. 
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Patrol Division: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured clockwise: ADPS Sergeant Wilcox 

and Safety Officer Wright received an award 

from the city for 10 years of service, Officers 

taking precaution during a call about a man 

with a gun, ADPS Sergeants Stueven and 

McCluskey at Robinson school for the 

schoolôs Veteranôs Day program. 

Through traffic enforcement efforts being fully 

engaged, traffic accidents decreased by 20% in 

2010, and 1,436 moving citations were issued. 
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Other Patrol Insights: 

¶ Criminal cases decreased by 4.62%  in 2010 over the number recorded in 2009. 

¶ Other miscellaneous cases decreased by 12.70% in 2010 over the numbers recorded in 

2009. 

¶ Total cases decreased by 9.75% from the previous year. 

¶ Our clearance rate for part 1 crimes stayed at 22% in 2010. 

¶ There were 438 part 1 crimes reported in 2010 as compared to 350 in 2009. 

¶ There were 2,106 part 2 offenses reported in 2010 as compared to 2,337 in 2009. 

¶ There were 711 arrests reported in 2010 as compared to 755 in 2009.

Fall firearms qualifications for the duty handgun, the rifle, and the shotgun 

were completed by all the officers and conducted by Captain Relph in 

October.  
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Fire Division: 

Pictured to the right are Major Marbut and 

Sergeant Follis, who head the Fire Division.  

Major Marbut not only administers many of the 

activities in the Fire Division, but is one of 

Butler Counties paramount Arson Investigators.  

Lieutenant Follis is permanently assigned to the 

Fire Division and is also a certified Arson 

Investigator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major Marbut 

 

Lieutenant Follis 

 

The Augusta Department of Public 

Safety responded to 72 grass fires in 

2010. 
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The Augusta Department of Public Safety acquired Aerial Platform #1 (AP-1) 

in April of 2010.  

AP-1 was been used within the community 

not only for fires, but for a little play too. 

Pictured clockwise: AP-1 spraying children at 

the Augusta Libraryôs beach party, Public 

Safety Officer Graham allowing some kids to 

get in the bucket at the White Eagle Credit 

Union Fair, AP-1at Bank of America for a 

fire in the break room.  
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A total of 27 Rescue Calls were responded to 

in 2010.  

TOTAL ALARMS  
City of Augusta   142 

Fire District #2   149 

Rescue Responses   27 

Mutual Aid To Other Departments 36 

TOTAL ALARMS   354 
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In February of 2010, the local representatives of the Muscular Dystrophy Association asked 

if they could hold a program at the Augusta Department of Public Safety to announce local 

member, Garrett Buthe, as the State of Kansasô Goodwill Ambassador. We were proud to 

hold the program for Garrett.  
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The Augusta Department of Public Safety continues to be one of the only public safety 

departments in the nation that actually rotates personnel from law enforcement to fire 

suppression and rescue duties.  This organizational structure reduces personnel requirements 

that save Augusta residents well over $250,000.00 in taxes each year.  Our commissioned 

personnel are on call 24 hours a day and ready to respond to any pager request. 

Additionally, our cadre of 30 volunteer firefighters compliments our efforts in an extraordinary 

manner.  Our volunteers do not receive any compensation and freely give of their time to help 

their community.   A reasonable dollar estimate for the time volunteered by this unit would 

exceed over $300,000 per year. 

 

2009 marked the 100
th
 year of the volunteer fire department. Above is a picture 

taken at the Annual Volunteer Firefighter Dinner in January 2010. 
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2010 Volunteer Firefighter Heart of Hero Award 
 

Ricky Rosenbaum   Firefighter of the Year Award 

Jason Payne   Fifteen Year Award 

Brian Smart   Fifteen Year Award 

Scott Stueven   Fifteen Year Award 

Ron Pressnell   Twenty Year Award 

Leroy Hall    Retired after 33 Years of Service 

 

 

Augusta Department of Public Safety Volunteer Fire Unit 

 
Brandon Barnes  Allen Bennington Craig Brown  Troy Brown   

Daniel Carter  Terry Cody   James Frame  David Galgon  

Aaron Hall  Andy Hall   Leroy Hall  Stephen Hammer  

Lance Hilton  Nick Huelskamp Les Johnston  Jason Payne   

Curtis Pressnell  Kyle Pressnell  Ron Pressnell  Ron Reavis   

Cole Richardson  Kip Richardson Ricky Rosenbaum Brian Smart   

Blair Stueven  Scott Stueven  Eddie Terrones Michael Wheatley  

Marcus Windholz  Michael Windholz  

 

Augusta Department of Public Safety Junior Fire Unit 
 

Madison Cody  Michael Lundin Joseph Paul  Brianna Perry 

Ashlyn Rosenbaum Michael Thompson John Wright 

   

 

Augusta Department of Public Safety Chaplain Corps 

 
Terry Deaver  John Einem  Steven Hollingsworth  

Cale Magruder  Stephen Spencer Greg Wirths 

 

 

Augusta Department of Public Safety Reserve Unit 

 
Phillip Gehlen  Scott Greene   Benjamen Moore Troy Nordman  

Stephen Silvernale  Kevin Unrein (Reserve Commander)  

 

Special Recognition 

2010 
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2010 was a successful year for the department and we had a lot of help along the way.  We 

would be remiss if we didnôt thank the following Council Members and City Staff for helping us 

be the best of the best. 

 

 

City Council 

 

Kristey Williams, Mayor 

 

Robert Griffith, Council Member 

Holly Harper, Council Member 

Tom Leffler, Council Member 

Matt Childers, Council Member 

Ron Reavis, Council Member 

Mike Rawlings, Council Member 

Mike Huddleston, Council Member 

Mike Wallace, Council Member 

 

Augusta City Staff 

 

William Keefer, City Manager 

Josh Shaw, Assistant to the City Manager 

Jim Murfin, Judge 

David All, City Attorney 

Angela Casper, Director of Human Resources 

Erica Jones, Director of Finance and City Clerk 

Nancy Turnage, Executive Secretary to the City Manager 

Kathy Cagle, Payroll and Accounts Payable 

Tammy Davis, Accounts Payable 

Dan Allen, City Inspector 

Cy Ricker, Public Works 

William Webster, Electric Distribution 

Jacob Walton, Water Distribution 

Daniel White, Augusta Airport 
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Augusta Department of Public 

Safety 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 

Statistical  

Summary 
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Crime Clock 
 

 

 

¶ Homicide: One person is murdered every 31 minutes. 

 

¶ Rape: One person is raped every 1.9 minutes. 

 

¶ Aggravated Assault: One person is assaulted every 36.9 seconds. 

 

¶ LarcenyTheft: One home is victimized by theft every 4.8 seconds. 

 

¶ Burglary : One home is burglarized every 18 seconds. 

 

¶ Domestic Violence: One woman is victimized by an intimate partner 

every 52 seconds. One man is victimized every 3.5 minutes. 

 

¶ Child Abuse and Neglect: One child is reported abused or neglected 

every 34.9 seconds. 

 

¶ Drunk Driving : One person is killed in an alcohol-related traffic 

crash every 40.4 minutes. 

 

¶ Identity Fraud : One person becomes a victim of identity theft every 

4.9 seconds. 

 

¶ Elder Abuse: One elderly person is victimized by a violent crime 

every 4.2 minutes. 

 

¶ Hate Crime: One hate crime is reported to the police every 69 

minutes. 
 




